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formation of pus and without evacuation, and several after evacuation 
of pus by rupture into the lung or the intestine. Several of these eases 
had also been treated surgically and by the use of other drugs, such as 
quinine irrigations, without effect, and were considered practically 
hopeless before einctin was tried. Voider says that the final proof 
as to whether anichie dysentery is permanently cured by einctin can 
lie determined only by observing these cases for a number of years. 
A large percentage of the cases treated with emetin continue to harbor 
the uincha (often in the encysted and most dangerous form) in the 
feces for some time after the clinical cure. In view of this fact it is 
impossible to state at present that patients treated by emetin will 
remain permanently cured, yet the prospects of obtaining permanent 
cures by this method are encouraging. Kmetin hydrochloride and the 
hydrohromidc have both been used, but the hydrochloride is preferable, 
being much more soluble. Veddar prefers a hypodermic administration 
because of greater safety. Inasmuch as larger doses are distinctly 
irritating lie prefers to give nnc-third grain three times a day for a 
period of ten days. In this manner a large amount of the drug can he 
administered without untoward symptoms. Vomiting has never been 
reported from the use of einctin in this dosage and the patients feel 
no general disturbance. After such a course if the patient is clinically 
cured treatment should he .suspended. Any recurrence of dysenteric 
.symptoms indicates a second course. It is undoubted that a great 
number of amebic dysentery patients become chronic carriers of en¬ 
cysted amelias. These encysted amebic are not affected by emetin, 
and Vcdiler suggests that the amcha* in this stage may he removed by 
a course of irrigations of quinine or silver nitrate. The results of einctin 
in amehie disease have been so promising that there lias been a tendency 
to extend this treatment to other diseases. However, experiments 
have failed to show that emetin possesses any marked therapeutic 
virtue in bacillary dysentery, syphilis, rabies, in* trypanosomiasis. 


The Treatment of Cancer with Autolysates.— Tunckk.niieix (Miiuch. 
mat. Woch., 19M, Ixi, IS) reports remarkable improvement in 15 cases 
of inoperable cancer following intravenous injection of an autolysate 
derived from the patient’s own tumor. One marked advantage of the 
treatment is that it acts on both the primary ami the metastatic 
tumors. The most marked benefit was a prompt and marked relief 
from pain; this relief was very marked in one case, the pains subsiding 
in a fcw r hours after intravenous injection of the autolysate, although 
the pain had previously resisted the action of morphine. The author 
reports the eases in detail, and it is noticeable that the cases influenced 
by the treatment were benefited in 011 c or two weeks. 


The Treatment of Syphilitic Diseases of the Central Nervous System 
by Intravenous Injections of Salvarsan.— Spooxkk (Motion Mat. amt 
iSurg. Jour., 1911, elxx, *MI) believes that it is possible to treat in a 
satisfactory manner syphilitic diseases of the central nervous system 
by it it ravenous injections of salvarsan in an ambulatory clinic. Small 
doses of the drug are necessary for this purpose, but such dosage 
yields results. With the exception of six eases placed .subsequently 
on scrum treatment, symptomatic improvement has resulted from 
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thorough treatment in a high percentage of cnse3 of tabes nml in nil 
cases of syphilis of the central nervous system. No distinct improve¬ 
ment has resulted from treatment of the few Cases of general paresis 
under observation. Improvement in strength and gain in weight is 
the rule in those who receive benefit. The relief of lancinating pains 
in tabes and headache in cerebral syphilis is most striking. Biological 
and cytological chnngcs (in blood and spinal fluid) indicate that there 
is an organic basis to this symptomatic improvement. Improvement 
has been maintained over a long period of time—in many instances 
for from one to two years. The results of laboratory' investigation 
when obtainable and the amelioration of symptoms correspond. Where¬ 
as the failures have been in old-standing cases, it is impossible to show 
any constant relationship between the degree of improvement and 
the duration of the nervous lesion. It is noteworthy that the most 
striking improvement follows the first or second injection. Treatment 
however, must be persistent and prolonged and should be continued 
even if all symptoms and laboratory findings have long disappeared. 
Reactions arc infrcipicnt with small doses of the drug. laical accentua¬ 
tions of symptoms which may be explained on the theory of a Hcr.v- 
heiincr reaction are disagreeable but usually of short duration. These 
exacerbations are often followed by distinct improvement in the 
symptoms. Accidents are rare ns n result of the treatment. The 
most pronounced successes arc in those who allow evidence in blond 
or spinal fluid of intense syphilitic infect ion. The failures have occurred 
in those showing •feeble reactions. Spooner advises this treatment in 
all eases of syphilitic disease of the central nervous system anti it 
should lie abandoned for the scrum treatment only when conscientious 
effort ill this simple and safe procedure hns failed. 


The Comparative Value of Cardiac Remedies.— Jankway {Arch. 
Inter. Mcrl., 19bl, xiii, 301) says that in cases of well-compensated 
mitral disease, in which auricular fibrillntion with great tachycardia 
sets in acutely, the tachycardia can be controlled by digitalis within 
forty-eight hours with complete relief of the symptoms. Such patients 
may maintain a very fair working ability for several years under long- 
continued digitalis medication. It is important that treatment be 
instituted before marked dilatation of tbe right heart and general 
venous stasis have ensued. The three elements contributing to the 
result in these cases are: (1) The existence of a disorder of the rhythm, 
against which digitalis is absolutely elfective; (2) the existence of a 
valve lesion, the detrimental mechanical effect of which on (lie circu¬ 
lation are peculiarly heightened by auricular fibrillntion; (3) the acute 
character of the onset of fibrillation in a heart which would have 
remained well compensated for years, hnd not the disturbance of 
rhythm occurred, and which, therefore, must lie considered ns linving 
hnd a good right ventricular myocardium. Next to these acute cases 
of fibrillntion in response to digitalis comes the type picture of gradual 
cardiac insufficiency with general venous stases and edema. The 
more these cases conform to the acute type, the more promptly does 
the control of the tachycardia by digitalis effect a restitution of func¬ 
tion. On the other hand, even in rheumatic mitral disease with fibrilla¬ 
tion, if the rate be normal or slow, the effect of digitalis treatment 



